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DMR Offers Mississippi Shrimp Fishermen
Free TED Gear for Their Skimmer Trawls

BILOXI, Miss. — Due to reports of unusually high numbers of endangered sea turtle sightings
and strandings in Mississippi, an effort is being made to increase the survivability of any sea
turtles that may become captured in a skimmer shrimp trawl. To support this effort, the
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is partnering with the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, through the BP Recovered Oil for Wildlife Fund, to provide free of charge turtle
excluder device (TED) gear and installation instruction to Mississippi commercial shrimpers
who agree to voluntarily use TEDs in their skimmer trawls.

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has indicated that TED gear for Gulf of
Mexico shrimpers using skimmer trawls may be required in the near future. This gear update
would relieve skimmer trawl shrimpers from tow-time restrictions. If you are interested in
receiving free TED gear and installation instructions for your Mississippi commercial skimmer
trawl, please contact the DMR Shrimp and Crab Bureau at 228-374-5000.

For questions about the potential federal TED gear requirement for skimmer trawls, please
contact the NMFS Regional Office at 727-824-5312.

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and
conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands,
adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational,
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with environmental concerns
and social changes. Visit the DMR online at www.dmr.ms.gov.

—END—



